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Ethiopians, but their critic thought they looked like *a troop
of lean-cheek'd Moors*. He also disapproved of their apparel,
which was rich but 'too light and curtizan-light [like?] for such
great ones5.1 Henrietta Maria followed in her predecessor's
footsteps and was herself a performer as well as an ardent if
undiscerning patron of the drama. Both James and Charles
enjoyed watching the sport of kings, and helped to start horse-
racing at Newmarket. James actively encouraged bear-baiting
and his son permitted it. They gave their sanction to dancing
and to playing games on Sunday. Probably the royal example
as well as precept set the fashion in these and other respects,
but there were clearly limits to the influence of the court. For
instance James's fulminations against tobacco did nothing to
check smoking by all classes.
In many ways Charles's court differed from James's. The
informality and confusion that the father had permitted were
hateful to the son. Early in his reign Charles found time to
reorganize his court and household and proved a strict task-
master. He insisted upon dignity, respect, and regularity, and
refused to allow access to his presence by the back-stairs. He
set a most praiseworthy example in the encouragement of the
arts, had a genuine appreciation of painting, and might have
been a Maecenas but for poverty. Such means as he had were
used with discrimination, and he did much to introduce the
work of foreign artists into England.2
The abolition of monarchy in 1649 probably affected social
life less than might be expected, for after four years had elapsed
Oliver Cromwell was named lord protector and became king
in all but name. Whitehall, Hampton Court, and all the other
royal palaces were assigned for his use, so he had the first
essential of a court. The king's furnishings for his residences
were retained when not already sold, or even repurchased in
some cases. Paintings and tapestry covered the walls of the
public apartments at Hampton Court and Whitehall. The
gardens continued to be adorned with statues of Venus and
1  Memorials of Sir Ralph Winwood, ii. 44.  Gf. Diary of the Lady Anne Clifford, ed.
V. Sackville-West (1923), pp. 16-17: 'Now there was much talk of a masque which
the queen had at Winchester and how all the ladies about the court had gotten
such ill names that it was grown a scandalous place, and the queen herself was
much fallen from her former greatness and reputation she had in the world*.
2  For the influence of the court upon the theatre and upon the arts, see below,
pp. 391-2, 374.